
Florida started off the month with something new — online voter 
registration. I’m happy to be able to offer our citizens another convenient 
option for registering to vote or updating voter information.  
As I said, it’s new, so you probably have questions.  
Here are some answers: 

Is it easy?  Online voter registration couldn’t be easier. In less than a minute, you can use your computer, 
phone or tablet to fill out the information needed to verify your identity and register to vote. 

What will I need to register to vote online?  You’ll enter information from your Florida Driver License 
or state identification card and the last four digits of your social security number.  This is used to verify your 
identity in real-time while you’re completing the application. (If your information cannot be verified, or if you 
do not have Florida identification, you’ll be able to fill out, download and print the form to be submitted by 
mail or in person.) You’ll also enter your residential address and a mailing address (if needed), and select your 
political party affiliation or no party affiliation. 

Who set up the online registration option? The Florida legislature passed a law requiring the State to 
provide online voter registration, and the Florida Division of Elections created and maintains the system. 

What about security?  Security measures include a state-of-the-art firewall, data encryption, captcha boxes, 
session time-out after inactivity and the use of multi-screens. 

What if I’m worried about personal information becoming public record? Florida law requires some 
voter registration information to be public record, but the law specifically exempts Florida driver license/ID 
and social security numbers from public disclosure. The online registration website does not hold onto any 
information, it just sends it electronically to the statewide voter database. 

Is Florida well-prepared to handle online applications and updates? This is actually a process that’s 
been happening for years, ever since the ‘motor voter’ law was passed. When you go in to get a new driver 
license or renew your license, you’re asked if you want to register to vote or update your information. If the 
answer is yes, the information is transmitted electronically, the same way that an online voter registration 
application is sent. So the majority of our voter registrations and updates already come in that way.

Is online really better? Yes! And that’s based on the experience of 35 states and the District of Columbia who 
already register voters online. It saves trees and money, and results in fewer clerical errors. (You should see the 
handwriting on some of the applications we receive!) But if you prefer, the paper application is still available. 
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The Special General Election to elect a State Representative in House District 58 
takes place on December 19. If you live in this district and aren’t registered to vote, 
the deadline to register is November 20.
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Behind the Scenes on Election Week

After: unpacking and putting everything back in place to 
get ready for the December 19 Special Election

Before: delivering equipment and supplies; setting up polling places

 During: sharing on social media, serving voters, reporting results

Join us
On November 7th, we’ll be one year away from our next countywide election, and we’re 
inviting you to stop by our offi  ce to get a fi rst-hand look at what we’re doing to prepare. 

WHAT:
WHERE:
WHEN:   
WHY: 
 

Open House 
Robert L. Gilder Elections Service Center, 2514 N. Falkenburg Rd., Tampa
November 7, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
This is a great opportunity to see behind-the-scenes and learn more about what 
it takes to put on great elections in the 4th largest county in Florida. You’ll get a 
chance to tour our warehouse, see our electronic poll books, try out our ballot 
scanners, experience online voter registration and updates, sign up to be a 
pollworker, and ask us questions. Been here, done that? Bring a friend!


